
Minutes of the Governing Council: Monday, January 9, 2016 at 6:05 pm

Present: Tim Dutton, Bridget Krauss, Monika Montalvo, Ramon Bulerin, Jessy Toro, Rachel 
Allison, Nicole Colcaire, Kristy Mascia, Valerie Gibson and Sandy Lefkowitz. 

Update on school: For the high school before and after winter break there has been an uptick in 
suspensions. Most suspensions lean towards bullying. 

The middle school has been experiencing an increase in suspensions; most are given to the 
same 2 or 3 students. The middle school as a whole will be going to a special viewing of 
“Hidden Figures” the movie. Following up after the movie there will be group discussions 
during CPR. 

Curriculum and class changes: The high school science teacher is on medical leave. There is 
currently a replacement. The Spanish teacher has decided not to return after break. We have 
currently decided to not continue Spanish for the remaining 2 marking periods of the school 

year. Instead we will rotate the freshman and sophomore class between Art and Gym. The 8th 
graders will not get Art due to this change; they will start and continue for the rest of the school 
year a new reading program that is being implemented in the middle school. One that we hope 
to transition to the high school in the upcoming school year. 

Bus issues, tardy policy: Both the middle and high schoolers are experiencing huge increasing 
numbers of tardies. The middle school has been taking action in the form of truancy letters 
home as well as calling parents. Must fail list this marking period around will be longer than 
ever. 

Incentives for MAP testing: Some suggestions were thrown around on what would be a good 
enough incentive for the students to actively participate and score well on the MAP tests. Ice 
cream, dress down days and or possibly a luncheon. 

5. Community meeting for winter: It was decided with all the testing that is being done in 
January that the upcoming community meeting topic will revolve on explaining student test 
scores. It is our hope that with these explanations the parents will have a clearer understanding 
of the score and will push students to try harder. 

6. Bullying Policy and committee: It was brought to the Governing Council that a change in the 
bullying policy should be made. Mostly the recording of fights; The school would like to not 



only suspend the students involved but the students, recording and uploading the videos to 
various social media sites. 

7. School climate committee: Surveys will be going out shortly to parents and students, for their 
reviews on the school.  

 

8. Emergency Plans and procedures: We have had two lock down drills before and after break, 
which we will continue to practice for the remainder of the school year. 

9. Food Service Council: Our food services will be undergoing an Audit in February. The 
students also had a special meal before break. 

10. Title 1 Advisory committee: We will continue to use Title I income for our RTI programs. 
We also have a new reading program in the middle school. 

11. Other new business: In upcoming Charter news, there will be a week coming up that parents 
can meet with legislator; another meeting that will be happening will revolve around school 
finances. The Board of Directors are looking for a parent rep. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:58 p.m.
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Governing Council
Monday, January 9th, 2016 

The Bridge Academy is a small, caring, public charter school with a rigorous learning 
environment.

All members of The Bridge Academy community listen to and communicate with each 
other, are able to respond to diverse needs and give the consistent effort necessary for 

personal and academic growth.
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